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The heart and soul of Phoenix Animal Rescue
Congratulations to these lucky dogs!!  

Phoenix Animal Rescue connected them with their forever homes in the first half of 2008:

Jesse:  After being confiscated in a cruelty case in an adjoining county, Jesse was placed with Phoenix Animal Rescue as part of the court ordered surrender of all the animals confiscated in this case.  

Flash and Fudgie:  These two sisters were adopted separately the very same week, after being pulled from the Bradford County Shelter.  
Lucy:  This pretty Am Staff wasn’t welcome at her apartment complex, but her new dad’s place loves her!  Be sure your apartment complex allows bull breeds before you bring a new bully home.  
Tony:  Hit by a car and left with a shattered leg, this handsome bulldog mix overcame amputation without a worry and now happily runs and plays all day.  Tony even fosters dogs for PAR as a way to say thank you for help finding his forever home!  
Teddy, Tank, Tonka, Maya, & Missy:  These adorable puppies weren’t even born when their mom was given to PAR because she was “too much trouble”.  A pregnant Rottweiler may be trouble for some, but is always welcome here.

Bucky:  Being a black boy dog in rescue usually means a long wait for an adoptive home.  Bucky patiently waited almost a year for his wonderful forever family to find him.  Congrats, Bucky!
Onyx:  After being at PAR for over a year, this pretty pit bull has found her forever home with a Schnauzer and two children.  
Lana:  Found in Archer, she found her forever home with a wonderful couple who plan to spoil her like she deserves.  See her pictures at www.myspace.com/phoenixanimalrescue! 
Ginnie:  This sweet yellow lab lost her dad to illness, but found a wonderful mom and gained a new dog sister in her forever home.  
Summer:  Summer lost most of her puppies to a virus and waited a long time for her forever home to come along, but she now lives the high life with a shepherd, two cats, and a wonderful family that loves her.  

Romeo:  When Romeo’s adoptive mom wanted a buddy, who better to fill her life than a boy named Romeo?   This handsome fellow came from Levy County Animal Services.  
Savannah:  On a whim, Savannah’s family came to meet her one Saturday and found the dog they’ve always wanted in our sweet Savannah.  This pretty Doberman mix came from Bradford County Animal Services.   

Clark:  Lois and Clark were separated for many months until they could finally join each other in the same adoptive home.  We are so happy for this dynamic duo from Bradford County Animal Services!
Fiona:  Fiona’s mom is happy to spend her days with her new fuzzy friend since her husband deployed to serve our country in Iraq.  She sends him photos via email and loves her new buddy!  

Roger:  Named Roger Dodger because he “dodged” the final goodbye at Bradford County Shelter so many times, this handsome fellow found his forever home in Micanopy.  
Sammy:  Check out Sam the Man’s Feature in this newsletter!  
We Need Your Help!
Phoenix Animal Rescue is funded entirely through donations and adoption fees.  Thanks to generous donors, PAR is able to continue helping dogs that need more care than the average adoptable dog.  Cowboy came back to PAR after being taken to the shelter by his adopters.  He was 20 pounds underweight, had skin infections, and his eye condition had not been treated in over a year.  To get Cowboy back up to a healthy weight of 100 pounds, he had to eat 5,000 calories per day.  The most affordable way to provide this many healthy calories is through raw turkey.  Cowboy ate 5-6 pounds of raw turkey a day his first month back at PAR.  This cost $5-6 per day in turkey alone.  He was also provided a high quality dry and canned food, along with brown rice, oatmeal, and eggs.  The first 6 weeks of Cowboy’s rehabilitation cost $250.  The total monthly food budget for all forty dogs in the PAR adoption and foster program is $150.  Thanks to generous donations through PayPal on the rescue’s website, Cowboy’s food costs were covered!  
Phoenix Animal Rescue is fortunate to have donors who care about the dogs and puppies at PAR and who donate toward their care.  All donations go directly toward the care of the dogs and puppies in the adoption and foster programs at PAR.   It takes a lot to care for all of our adoptable dogs, to rehabilitate dogs, and to get our foster dogs ready to be adopted:

· Each spay/neuter surgery:  $60/$50 each
· 25 microchips:  $121.25

· 1000 pounds of food:  $150 per month
· Heartworm prevention:  $70

· Flea control:  $100 per month
· Yard treatment:  $50 per month
· Vet care (tests, meds):  $250 monthly
· Supplies (paper towels, cleaners, bleach, laundry detergent):  $100 per month
We need your continued support to help more dogs and puppies!  Please donate today using the secure PayPal site at www.phoenixanimalrescue.org
Special Thank You To…
Jody Heflin, from the Humane Society of Levy County.  Phoenix Animal Rescue partners with the Humane Society of Levy County to buy dog food by the tractor-trailer load so we can keep our food costs low.  Jody works with PAR to pull dogs and puppies from the Levy County Shelter in Bronson.  Jody’s tireless work has brought many dogs and puppies into the PAR adoption and foster programs so they would be saved from euthanasia at the shelter.  Thank you Jody!
Kristie Dickens, from Bradford County Paws.  Kristie and Phoenix Animal Rescue work together to save dogs and puppies from the Bradford County Animal Shelter.  Kristie saved many of our adoptable dogs from euthanasia at the shelter so they could find their forever homes through PAR.  Thank you Kristie!  

Gladys Cofrin generously donated the funds for Phoenix Animal Rescue’s application for a 501(c)(3) designation.  PAR has been a non-profit corporation since its inception in 2003.  With Gladys’ generous donation, PAR will be able to continue its expansion and will be able to help many more dogs and puppies.  Thank you Gladys!
All the guests at our first Pampered Chef Fundraiser!  Everyone learned how to make tasty Jerk Nachos, drank some Mojitos, and raised over $150 for the rescue in one fun-filled afternoon by buying high quality kitchen tools.  It was a lot of fun and we hope to do it again soon!


Many thanks to…
Our fabulous foster homes!  

Shakti, Bob, and Tio Lee graciously fostered Tony until he went to his forever home, and now foster our little Noel.  They generously donate high-quality dog food to their foster dogs, train them, and take their foster dogs all over town to socialize them.  Thanks guys!!
Donna and Charlie Atwater adopted Tony, and then offered to foster our bull terrier, Lena.  They are teaching her the social skills that will make her more adoptable.  You’re the best!!
Liz Cousins has taken care of sweet Sasha almost the entire time Sasha has been with PAR.  Together with our friend Cassie Hughes, Sasha has been very well-taken care of while she’s been in the adoption and foster program.  Thank you!!
Alison and Mike Hightower adopted one of our confiscated pit bulls, Isaac, and now foster Dundee, our shy Aussie mix who is learning to trust men with the help of his wonderful foster family.  

Lauren Menke has fostered Cuddles, an American/English Bulldog mix, for nearly a year, welcoming Cuddles in to her home with her dog Griffin.  Cuddles and Griffin enjoy their walks, playtimes at the Dog Park, and snuggle time with mom. Lauren generously provides high-quality dog food for Cuddles.  Thank you!!
Joanna Martinez fostered Angelina, a sweet pit bull who adopted two puppies when she had her own four puppies. Joanna donated Angelina’s dog food and flea/tick prevention while she was fostering her.  Joanna’s beagle, Angel, became great friends with Angelina, and Joanna made Angelina “official” by adopting her and making her a part of her family.  Angelina is the “hostess” of our Myspace page.  Congratulations Angelina!
Petfinder Wants to Hear Your Heroic Pet Story

Petfinder is looking for Pet Heroes!  Do you know a Petfinder pet who acted heroically in a life-threatening situation?  Maybe a canine adoptee who protected his pack from a burglar?  An adopted dog that saved a child from danger?  A cat who warned his family of a fire in the home?  Maybe even a horse who kept his rider safe in a dangerous situation?  If so, Petfinder wants to hear from you!  Send us your name, the pet's name and age, the type of pet (dog, cat, horse), and what makes this pet a hero.  Let us know if this pet was adopted from Petfinder!  Email your story to phoenixanimalrescue@yahoo.com.  
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Our Hero!

Becky adopted four orphaned puppies when they were rejected by their mom.  She had her own two puppies, having lost some of her litter to neglect.  Adding four youngsters was no problem for our hero, Becky!  Read her story at phoenixanimalrescue.petfinder.org.    
Summertime Tips
Reduce the chance of bloat by feeding your dog two smaller meals each day, and never after a hard play session or exercise when your dog is panting.  
Ice cubes are a fun toy and great way to help dogs cool off.  Give them in water or as a treat!

Your dog wears fur so he gets hotter than you, much faster than you.  Since dogs can’t sweat, they pant to cool off.  Always have cold, clean water available for your dog on hot summer days.  
Your Questions Answered

One volunteer asked us why we don’t print a newsletter and mail it to our adopters and supporters.  Our answer:  Money.  We spend every penny we get on our dogs and puppies.  By having an electronic newsletter, or e-newsletter, Phoenix Animal Rescue continues allocation of funds to animals, while still informing our adopters and supporters about the happenings at the Rescue.  Thank you to the volunteers who worked so hard on our first newsletter!  

We Want to Hear Your 
Happy Tail!

Did you adopt a dog or puppy from Phoenix Animal Rescue?  Then we want to hear all about how your new pet is doing!  How did you find your new dog or puppy?  Were you at Petsmart, checking out Petfinder, or were you referred by a friend?  What was your dog’s name at the Rescue?  What’s his new name?  Tell us all about your new dog – we love to hear stories and see photos of our “alumni”!  Photos may be posted on our MySpace page:  www.myspace.com/phoenixanimalrescue.  

Please let us know if you’d rather not have your photos on MySpace (but we’d still love to see them!).  Email your stories and photos to phoenixanimalrescue@yahoo.com.  We look forward to hearing from you!  
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Angelina, our fabulous MySpace hostess!

New Arrivals at the Rescue

Lena:  This pretty bull terrier was a stray whose finders needed help placing her in a forever home.

Molly and Chloe:  These two sweet rotties were “too much trouble” for their owner and will be available for adoption in July.

Fergie:  After waiting for her forever home at Levy County Animal Services, she was put on “The List” but was too sweet for shelter workers to euthanize.  

Shelby:  Found on a country road with almost no fur, Shelby has made a remarkable recovery and will be available for adoption later this summer.
Lena
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Fergie
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Shelby
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Happy Tail of the Month
Submitted by Director, Michelle Dunlap

When I got a call from an Alachua County Sheriff’s Deputy in October 2006, I wasn’t surprised to hear that it involved a neglected pit bull left in deplorable conditions.  It’s a story all too familiar in rescue.  A pit bull puppy had been confiscated and had something wrong with his legs, the deputy stated.  He asked me personally if there was something I could do for this sweet puppy.  

I went to see the pit bull at the shelter and could immediately tell why the deputy wanted some help for the dog.  This was one sweet boy!  He wagged his bony tail so hard that it nearly knocked him off his feet.  Speaking of feet, his were badly deformed because of his living conditions.  He had been kept in a crate too small for him and his legs didn’t grow properly.  He had urine burns all over his body and he was emaciated.  I thought, “This is our kind of guy!” and took him home.  
I named this cutie Sammy and started his training immediately.  Sam had learned to pee in his crate, then tolerate standing or lying in it because he had no other option.  He had to learn what it felt like to be clean.  It took him a long time to learn to signal that he had to go potty.  At first, he’d bark to tell me he just peed in his crate – a good start!  Then he’d bark to tell me he had to go NOW.  Finally, he learned to hold it, and would tell me in advance that he had to go outside.  

Sam went to dog training class and learned more in one class than most dogs learn in six weeks!  He already knew Sit, but then he learned Down, Shake, High Five, Stay, Wait, and how to walk on lead.  Everyone at dog class was very impressed by Sam, and was even more impressed when they learned his story of cruelty and neglect.  
During his stay at Phoenix Animal Rescue, Sam’s legs started getting stronger and grew correctly.  His feet once splayed out like a duck’s, but good nutrition and physical therapy got his tendons and muscles all working together to correct his deformity.  He no longer used his entire back foot, but instead walked on just his foot pads like a normal dog.  His fur was as smooth as velvet.  Sammy was finally ready for his forever home!  
Sam waited and waited.  He was happy in his foster home, but every dog deserves his own forever home.  So we put Sam on our Featured Pet Page on Petfinder.com.  That’s where his new mom and dad spotted him, wearing reindeer antlers!  They needed a dog who would get along with their older, bossy female pit bull mix and they hoped Sammy would fit the bill.  The two dogs met and hit it off almost immediately.  Sammy’s mom wanted to make sure there wouldn’t be any issues because her husband was being deployed to Iraq and she would be caring for the dogs herself.  Sam and their dog, Shea, made it easy.  Shea is in charge, and Sam says “Yes, Ma’am” to anything Shea says!  
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Congratulations to Sam the Man on finding his forever home!

