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Girl Scouts Partner with PAR to Help Rescued Pit Bulls  
Girl Scout Troop #232 began working with 
the pit bull puppies at Phoenix PAR in 
2007.  At each troop meeting, the Scouts 
would teach the puppies Sit, Down, Stay, 
Wait, and how to walk nicely on a leash.  
Each of the puppies found wonderful 
homes that were all impressed by the 
work the Scouts had done with the  
puppies.  Each family commented on how 
well behaved and responsive their new pit 
bulls were. 
 
When the troop decided to pursue their 
Silver Award, they asked if they could work 
on a project for PAR.  The Scouts decided 
to create quilts for our rescued dogs who 
need something soft to lie on.  A lot of our 
rescued dogs are emaciated when we take 
them in, and it hurts them to lie on a hard 
surface.  Their protruding bones and raw 
skin need to be padded by soft bedding.  
When the Scouts presented the  
hand-made quilts, they also presented 
Phoenix Animal Rescue with over 100 
sheets, towels, and blankets they had  
collected from their neighbors, family, and 
friends.  This sizable donation was such a 
wonderful gift for the dogs and puppies.  
Bath days are now so much easier with 
loads of towels  on hand to dry all the wet 
dogs!  The dogs  

loved their soft blankets to snuggle in, and 
the puppies loved sleeping on the beautiful 
quilts. 
 
DŀƛƴŜǎǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ !./ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜΣ ¢±нлΣ ƘŜŀǊŘ 
of this project and reporter Lindsay  
Milbourne interviewed the troop in a  
segment that aired during the evening news.  
The Scouts handled themselves well on  
camera, and the pit bull puppies loved the 
attention they received from the other  
reporters who came out to see them.  PAR 
sincerely thanks Girl Scout Troop #232, 
[ŜŀŘŜǊ [ȅƴƴŜ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ ¢±нлΩǎ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ  
Milbourne and Paige Beck, and the parents 
of the scouts for supporting this wonderful 
partnership between the pit bulls at Phoenix 
Animal Rescue and the 
Girl Scouts! 
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Buttercup was pulled from a 
high-kill shelter in June 
2008.  Shortly thereafter, she 
was diagnosed with bone cancer 
in her jawbone.  She was given 
just weeks to live, but weeks 
turned into months and  
Buttercup never got any 
worse.  She moved to a foster 
home with Arlene Epperson and 
her dog, Sandy. We waited for 
.ǳǘǘŜǊŎǳǇΩǎ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ 
in her overall condition. 
 
²ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ 
illness, we decided to get a  
second opinion on the mass in 
.ǳǘǘŜǊŎǳǇΩǎ ƧŀǿΦ  ²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
that it might not be cancer, but 
ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎǘƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ 
ƭƻǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŘƻƎΩǎ 
vet care, but Buttercup is a 
young, happy, strong dog who 
has a foster mom who loves her 
and wanted to help. 
 
aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ .ǳǘǘŜǊŎǳǇΩǎ Ƴŀǎǎ 
grew in size and caused more 
concern when she began  
losing teeth along her swollen 
jawbone.  Then Buttercup 
stopped eating.  Even though 
PAR was far from the  
fundraising goal, Buttercup 
needed to see a vet.  
 
Dr. Cottrell examined Buttercup 
and found the mass to be unlike 
an osteosarcoma, an aggressive 
form of bone cancer.  However, 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
was.  To find out what the mass 
was, Dr. Cottrell aspirated and  
x-rayed it. Within days, we had 
the results of the  
diagnostics.   Buttercup has a 
fibrosarcoma in her jawbone.  
  CONT on PG 2  

HELP BUTTERCUP! 



 
New Arrivals 

Fendi (see above picture) and Prada 
(not pictured)  
 
A volunteer with PAR was alerted to 
the sale of puppies who were living 
outdoors during the cold nights in 
January.  When he went to check out 
the situation, he found a small runt 
puppy and a puppy with a broken leg 
being sold at a discount.  He quickly 
paid the asking price and brought 
them to PAR.   
 
At 5 months of age, these puppies 
had never been vaccinated or  
de-wormed.  Seeing how beautiful 
the puppies were going to be, the 
puppies were given designer's 
names:  Fendi and Prada.   
 
The puppy with the broken leg, Fendi, 
was taken to Dr. Cottrell.  X-rays  
revealed an unhealed bilateral  
fraction, likely caused by a blunt 
trauma such as a kick or collision with 
a car.  It had remained untreated and 
Fendi lived in pain all that time.  With 
the help of a splint and limited play 
for two weeks, Fendi's leg began to 
heal, and Dr. Cottrell says her leg will 
be back to normal by the time Fendi 
is a year old.   

Meet the newest faces  
available for adoption at 
Phoenix Animal Rescue. 

Carolina  
A family 
found this 
brindle plott 
hound mix on 
the road and 
took her 

in.  The shelter picked her up from 
the family and held her for her 
stray time, waiting for her owner 
to reclaim her.  When no one 
came to claim her, PAR brought 
her to a foster home and named 
her Carolina, in honor of the plott 
hound's origination in the North 
Carolina area.  Carolina is helping 
King, our APBT, learn to play and 
wrestle.  She is a sweet girl who 
adores people and is great with all 
dogs.   

King is a gorgeous Ameri-
can bulldog mix.  We plan 
on working with King to 
start weight pulling in the 
very near future.   King is 
used to living in an  
apartment and does well 

with several walks each day.  King is 
uncertain about his situation right 
now, and a lot of things spook 
him.  He's getting more and more 
brave as time goes on.  King is  
meeting new friends each day and 
gaining confidence as he meets each 
new dog and person.  He will need a 
patient person to continue   
helping  him be brave in new  
situations.  King is 8 months old and 
already weighs over 60 lbs.  He will 
likely reach 75 lbs when he's full 
grown.  King has very impressive 
deep bark to alert his family, but 
quickly quiets down when told to.  He 
is very responsive to training and is 
crate trained.  Due to his shyness, he 
would be best in a home without 
kids. 
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Sweet Pea is a three-year old toy poodle rescued 
from a puppy mill.  She needs a patient, kind person 
who will hold her and carry her around. She  
absolutely loves to be held and will fall asleep in your 
arms. Sweet Pea is very small, weighing just five 
pounds, and would happily sit in a carrying purse. She 
likes to be bundled and held close.  

CONT from PG 1         The only way to treat this cancer is to remove the affected bone, 
which means we would have to remove her jawbone.  The chance of the cancer  
returning is about 25% and this invasive, costly surgery would not give Buttercup a long 
life post-op with a good quality of life.  We are choosing not to have the operation for 
Buttercup, and are instead managing her pain with medication.   
 

Buttercup has to eat soft food and avoid chewing on bones to prevent the fracture of 
her very fragile jawbone.  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ .ǳǘǘŜǊŎǳǇ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ 
that we need to say goodbye.  We are committed to keeping Buttercup happy for as 
long as we can.  Please help us ensure Buttercup gets everything she needs in her  
final stage of life.  The diagnostic vet care has totaled $350.  Buttercup will need daily 
medications to keep her comfortable, and we will be with her when it is time to say 
good-bye.  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ .ǳǘǘŜǊŎǳǇΩǎ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ 
her final months.  



!ƭƭ ƴŜǿ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ !ƴƛƳŀƭ wŜǎŎǳŜΩǎ tŜǘŦƛƴŘŜǊ ǇŀƎŜΦ  
Be sure to check out the site for more information, pictures and videos on 

each of these special dogs. 

phoenixanimalrescue.petfinder.org 
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Phoenix Animal Rescue is proud to announce a new partnership with 
West End Animal Hospital.  Dr. Deborah Cottrell works tirelessly to help 
pit bulls in our community, and began Operation PitNip at West End  
Animal Hospital in response to the overwhelming number of pit bulls 
ending up in animal shelters.   
 
In 2006 and 2007, nearly one-third of all dogs killed in shelters across the 
U.S. were pit bulls--not because they were mean, but because there were 
just too many.  Operation PitNip offers a free spay/neuter surgery to any 
pit bull or pit bull mix in Alachua County.  Phoenix Animal Rescue  
wholeheartedly supports Dr. Cottrell's dedication to helping pit bulls and is very pleased to be working 
in conjunction with West End Animal Hospital.   
 
To schedule a free spay/neuter for your pit bull or pit bull mix, call West End  
Animal Hospital at 352 472-7626.  Thank you, Dr. Cottrell and West End Animal Hospital!   

t!wΩǎ bŜǿ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

7th Annual Alachua Spring Festival 
 

Come check out Phoenix Animal Rescue 
at the 7th Annual Alachua Spring Festival 
on Saturday, April 19th from 11:00 a.m.
τ5:00 p.m.  PAR will be there with dogs 
for adoption, face painting, training 
DVDs and a dog treat bake sale.  The  
festival will take place in downtown 
Alachua.  PAR is still in need of  
volunteers, (especially someone with 
face painting skills).  If you are interested 
in volunteering, please email us at 
admin@phoenixanimalrescue.org. 

Old Timer Feature: Becky 
Becky is a wonderfully sweet three 
year-old lab mix. She weighs 40 
pounds and won't get any bigger. 
Becky is one of the sweetest dogs 
you'll meet and she absolutely adores 
people of all types. Becky loves giving 
and getting hugs. She is incredibly  
loving and would love to have a home 
where she can lie on her comfy bed 
(or the couch!) and snuggle with her 
family.  

She is house trained and crate trained. Becky happily plays 
with most dogs, but is easily intimidated by pushy dogs. 
Becky likes to be pampered and likes pretty things.  Becky 
walks great on leash and loves going for walks with her  
family. Becky is an all 'round great girl!  
 

Becky has been waiting for her forever home for more than 2 
years.  For more information on her, please see her profile on 
petfinder.com. 

http://www.petfinder.com/shelters/phoenixanimalrescue.html


 
Featured  
            Website: 
 

www.sitstay.com 

Sitstay.com is a family 
owned and operated 
company offering  
supplies for dogs and 
their humans.  Phoenix 
Animal Rescue has  
recently been listed on 
their Rescue Directory, 
which will help spread 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ t!wΩǎ 
adoptable dogs. To 
check out our latest 
publicity endeavor, 
click here. 
 
Amber would also like 
to plug the great vests 
offered by sitstay.com, 
like this fancy one that 
allows her to show off 
her Canine Good  
Citizenship skills to 
anyone who passes by. 
 
For vests, and a whole 
lot of other  
dog-related swag, 
check out sitstay.com 
by clicking here. 

From her PetFinder page:  
Abigail is a sweet girl who was found 
on a country road. She was taken in 
by a family who asked PAR to help 
with finding her a forever home.  
After meeting Abby and seeing how 
sweet she is, we agreed to help. 
 
From her Foster Family: 
Abby was a great foster dog for us.  
She was so laid back and easy going.  
She loved to play with our dog,  
Marley, but she was also just content 
to lounge on our patio.  She was 
young and playful, but minded well.  
In other words, she was the perfect 
dog. 
 
So we were baffled when applicant 
after applicant changed their mind 
about Abby.  We were given all the 
crazy excuses out there and some 
ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŜŀǊΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ 
meantime, we were happy to  
continue fostering Abby.  We  

enjoyed her antics, which inspired 
more than a few nicknames in the 
8 1/2 months she was with us.   

 

Update February 25, 2009:  
After waiting over a year for her 
forever home, Abigail has finally 
met a family who would like to 
make her a permanent family 
member! Her foster family took 
wonderful care of her while she 
was with Phoenix Animal Rescue 
and got to meet Abby's forever 
family. Abby and her new brother, 
Tank, will enjoy walks together, 
playtime in the backyard, and - 
BEST OF ALL - naps on the bed! 
Congrats to Abby and THANK YOU 
to her wonderful foster family, the 
Hightowers, and her fabulous  
forever family, the Bennetts!  
 
From her Forever Family: 
They are great together. Abby has 
taken to sleeping with us.  She 
likes it so well it is hard for us to 
get her out of bed in the morning 
to go outside. Abby has eaten two 
shoes (our fault for leaving them 
out). Other than that she has been 
wonderful.  
 

PAGE 4 

http://rescue.sitstay.com/Find_by_State/Florida/
http://dogsupplies.sitstay.com/search?w=vests
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Adoptions 
7ÅȭÖÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒ ÈÏÍÅÓȦ 

Clark 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mindy 

Amanda 

Elliot 

Hank 

Vincent 

 
Cookie 

Jolly 

 
 

Molly 

Joy 

 
Howard 

More Adoptions & Forever Home Updates on Page 6 & 7 

Congratulations to all these dogs for finding  
wonderful forever homes!  Is your next pet  

waiting for you at Phoenix Animal  
Rescue?   

 
Check out our new arrivals on page 2-3! 

javascript:void(window.open('http://www.petfinder.com/petnote/photoView.cgi?petid=10544132','Photo1','height=660,width=778,left=20,top=100,screenx=200,screeny=100,scrollbars=yes'))
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.petfinder.com/petnote/photoView.cgi?petid=10658595','Photo1','height=660,width=778,left=20,top=100,screenx=200,screeny=100,scrollbars=yes'))


Puppy Mill Closed Down! 
 

Earlier this year, PAR took in four very special dogs from a puppy mill.  These dogs spent 
their lives in rabbit hutches being made to breed over and over again.  They came to PAR 
unsocialized, with dental and vision problems, un-ƘƻǳǎŜōǊƻƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ 
happy to announce that three of the dogs have new homes and the puppy mill, in opera-
tion since 1977, has been shut down! Sweet Pea (see page 2) is still looking for a home. 
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At Right: Zuzu, Wilma 
(now Simone) and 
Betty (now Ziva); all 
three were rescued 
from a puppy mill  
earlier this year 

!ŘƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ рΧ 
Below left: Wally (formerly Jocko) with his new family 
Below right: Delilah is happily settled into her new home 

Mary Kay Fundraiser for PAR 
Joanna Martinez, a volunteer with Phoenix Animal Rescue, hosted a Mary Kay Party as a fundraiser for 
PAR.  She and her guests had a wonderful time at Mary Kay Consultant, Suzanne Agliata's home where 
they received relaxing facials, sampled products, and enjoyed buying from the trusted Mary Kay line of 
animal-friendly cosmetics.  A portion of the proceeds from this party benefit the dogs and puppies at 
PAR.  A big thank you goes to Joanna Martinez, her guests, and Suzanne Agliata.  Suzanne has graciously 
committed to donating a portion of every Mary Kay purchase to PAR - just mention the rescue when  
placing your order.   
 

Contact Suzanne for orders or to host your own party:  386 383-8146 or suzannea@windstream.net.   



 
 

Adoptions Continued from pg 5 
Forever Home Updates 

Marley (formerly Merry) has grown up 
so much. She has come out of her shell 
and is a very happy girl. She is 34 lbs 
and growing. She is very much into 
everything. She is like a toddler that 
has not learned that sound  
travels yet. 
  

She is the team mascot for the USSSA 
Sanford Ambush 14-ǳƴŘŜǊ ōƻȅǎΩ 
baseball team. 
  
We have also been approached by a 

woman that trains therapy dogs about her being put in the  
program due to her loving nature and temperament.  She will sit 
down in the middle of a bunch of kids and love every minute of it. 
They are pulling at her tail and touching her ears and she just sits 
there. 

  

She has brought so much joy to our life after the passing of 
Brownie, that we can not thank you enough. And just in case you 
did not know it, "She is a PRINCESS!" 

Top Right: Connor  is doing well in his new home. He loves to chew on 
shoes, so his family has gathered up a bag full of old ones to keep him 
occupied. 
 
At Right:  Harley  ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜŘ 
meeting new friends and family members over the holidays. 

I cannot imagine how life was without Brewster now that he is here. He is the perfect 
dog. Brewster loves to walk, as do I. So this has been so much fun for the both of us. 
The attention he draws is amazing. Some people will cross the road to avoid him, just 
because he is a Pitt Bull. Others are amazed at what a wonderful, beautiful, and  
well-behaved dog he is. I feel very proud walking him, as he is perfect on a leash (with a 
little work of course), and is incredibly friendly to new people. 
 

We reserve 1 day each week for our 'doggie adventure day'. This is the day that we 
take Brewster to a new park/woods for a long day outside. Brewster carries his own 
weight, by that I mean he has a backpack and carries his own food and water. He loves 
that he has a job to do. One weekend we did a 11-mile hike in O'Leno. Brewster did 
about 20 miles, I imagine, with all his running.   
 

I have never had a dog that lived to cuddle! We have 'dog piles' on the floor and watch 
movies together and cuddle with the kitty. On weekend mornings I find that my lap is 
full with both a dog and a cat vying for attention.   During the week John and I eat lunch 
at home and play with Brewster for an hour. It definitely helps to relieve the stress  
half-way through the day, especially when looking into the eyes of a smiley, happy dog. 
 

I just can't express enough how grateful John and I are for you bringing Brewster into 
our lives. He has changed our lives in positive ways, and we are forever grateful for 
your good work as a doggie matchmaker. 

Brewster and his new mom  
ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ hΩ[Ŝƴƻ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪ 
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Where Does Your Money Go? 
 

Feeding a dog for a month . . . $20 
Shots and deworming for a puppy . . . $30 

Neutering surgery . . . $45 
Spay Surgery . . . $55 

One box of vaccines  . . . $75 
Vetting for one dog . . . $90 

One box of microchips . . . $125 
Dental work for one dog . . . $200 

 

Getting wet puppy kisses and  
snuggly thank yous from a rescue dog . . .  

PRICELESS! 
 

Phoenix Animal Rescue is eternally grateful to all of you who  
donate to our cause, be it through a monetary donation or your 
time and hard work.  Because of you, we can continue to work  

towards our goal of rescue, rehabilitation and rehoming of  
adoptable dogs in North Central Florida.   

 

To make a donation, please visit the PAR website at 
phoenixanimalrescue.org/donate 

Special Treats to Keep Dogs Occupied 
Kong dog toys can be filled with a variety of snacks to keep dogs occupied while youôre at 

work or trying to get things done around the house.  Try these recipes to give your dog a  
special and cool treat: 
 

 *Boil sweet potato, mash, stuff in Kong and freeze. 

 *Mix dry kibble, mashed banana, and peanut butter; fill Kong and freeze 

 *Mix dry kibble, plain yogurt and shredded carrots; fill Kong and freeze 

 *Fill Kong with plain applesauce; cap ends with peanut butter and freeze 
 

In general, these foods are all safe for dogs, but you should always supervise  
introducing a new food to your dogs diet to make sure that s/he doesnôt have a bad  

reaction. PAGE 8 

http://phoenixanimalrescue.org/donate.html


Interested in adopting or have general questions about adopting?  First, 

check out the adoptable pets online at 
www.PhoenixAnimalRescue.Petfinder.org.   If your questions aren't           
answered there, or on the Petfinder Profile for the pet you are interested in, 
email adoptions@phoenixanimalrescue.org.   Applications are available 
online and you can access the application without having to request 
one.  Wǳǎǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀƎŜΥ 
http://www.phoenixanimalrescue.org/adoptionapplication.html 
 
 

Would you like to find out more on volunteering or fostering?  Email 

admin@phoenixanimalrescue.org for these questions or general questions 
outside of adopting, including relinquishing ownership of your pet to PAR or 
help in placing your pet in a new home. 
 
 

Do you have a great photo of your PAR alumni that you'd like to add to 

our alumni page?  We'd love to see it!  Please send your photo to 
admin@phoenixanimalrescue.org . 

Dog Fighting  
Tip Line 

 
$5000 reward for 

information  
leading to the  

arrest of  fighters. 
 

Call  
1-877-847-4787  
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Spring Has Sprung...Keep Your Dogs Safe! 

Spring is in the air and as the season gets warmer, many home-owners will begin to add new 
plants and fresh flowers to their homes and yards.  Be sure to keep your dog safe by  
ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ !{t/!Ωǎ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƻȄƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-toxic plants. 

http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-control/plants/ 
 
And for your reference, here are the 16 most common poisonous plants:  
*Lilies    *Castor Bean  *Autumn Crocus  *Schefflera 
*Sago Palm   *Cyclamen   *Chrysanthemum *Pothos 
*Tulip/Narcissus Bulb  *Kalanchoe  *English Ivy  *Amaryllis 
*Azalea/Rhododendron  *Yew    *Peace Lily   *Oleander  
 
Effects of these plants include vomiting, drooling, diarrhea, mouth irritation, tremors and 
much more.  For more info on the symptoms, please see  
 
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-control/17-common-poisonous-plants.html  
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