
 Newsletter     

2nd Annual 
Pit Bull 
Awareness 
Day 
 

To see pictures 
from this year’s 
Pit Bull  
Awareness Day 
festivities, please 
check out our 
photo album on 
PhotoBucket.  
Please enjoy 
these pictures, 
but do not use 
them without  
express written 
permission from 
our photogra-
phers.  Thank 
you.  
 
To see the  
pictures, please 
visit the Photo-
Bucket website.  
 
An article was 
also written and 
published in the 
Gainesville Sun. 
To see this article, 
please click here. 

2nd Annual Pit Bull Awareness Day Raises Over $1000 

 On Saturday, October 18, 2008, 

Phoenix Animal Rescue, along with 

West End Animal Hospital, sponsored 

the 2nd Annual Pit Bull Awareness Day.  

The afternoon of festivities were held 

at West End Animal Hospital in Jones-

ville and attracted hundreds of visi-

tors . While the day was designed to 

showcase pit bulls, dogs of all shapes, 

sizes , and breeds were in attendance.   

  

 The purpose of the event was 

to raise awareness for the  

oft-maligned breed,  dispel myths,  

provide information and raise money 

to help local pit bulls.   Through the 

fundraising efforts, $1042 were raised 

over the course of the afternoon 

thanks to donations, the silent auction,  

a bake sale for humans and dogs, and 

participation fees for activities.   

  

 Pit Bull Awareness Day offered 

a variety of entertainment with many 

different activities aimed at dogs and 

humans of all ages.  In the tented area, 

guests could get information on Breed  

Specific Legislation and play  interactive 

games.  Across the lot, the main  

attraction was the weight pull where 

dogs could try out pulling up to 600 lbs 

on a professional weight pull track.  The 

demonstration dogs drew a large crowd 

of spectators.  Another highlight of the 

day was the talent show, judged by local 

celebrity and pit bull advocate, Paige 

Beck of TV20 News. 

  

 Also offered at the event was  

Canine Good Citizen Testing, which  

certifies that a dog can handle a variety 

of stressors and still behave properly.  

Attaining CGC certification is the first 

step in becoming a therapy dog.   

  

 A special thank you to everyone 

who volunteered their time to PBAD this 

year.  Because of you, it was a success.  

PAR has already begun brainstorming 

ideas for next year.  We appreciate any 

comments, suggestions or constructive 

criticisms that may help us make next 

year even better.   
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New Arrivals 

Howard (see above pic-

ture) is a 13 month old 

American bulldog mix 

living in foster care. How-

ard is a special dog look-

ing for a very special 

family to adopt him.  He 

recently tried out weight-

pulling and pulled over 

600 lbs.   

Brewster is a beautiful 

steel grey pit bull terrier 

who is friendly to cats, 

dogs and children. He’s 

11 months old and 

around 50 lbs, though he 

will get a little bigger.  He 

is a very laid back guy, 

looking for a fun family 

to play with.   
 

Meet the newest faces  
available for adoption at 
Phoenix Animal Rescue. 

Featured New  
Arrivals:  
Lois and Clark 

 

Lois and Clark already 

know what it’s like to 

have a home.   They 

know what it’s like to 

have a family and be 

loved and fed and pet-

ted and played with.  

But sadly, Lois and 

Clark also know what 

its like to be homeless 

again after being so 

happy.   

 

The two young pointer 

mix siblings are just 

another example of 

the silent victims of 

the housing crisis that 

we are facing in the 

USA.  Clark and Lois 

have been surren-

dered to PAR by their 

family because the 

family home was in 

foreclosure.  With no 

other place to go, Lois 

and Clark are now 

back at PAR and are 

looking for a new 

home.   

 

 

For more  
information on 
Lois and Clark, 
please visit their 
profiles on  
Petfinder.com. 

Brooke is a young boxer 

mix who was found 

abandoned on a country 

road. She’s a mama, but 

her puppies had been 

given away.  Brooke is 

great with all dogs and 

loves a good belly rub 

beyond all other activi-

ties. 

 

Pictured above: Clark 

(see description at right) 

Lily is a young pit bull 

terrier who is crate 

trained and has quickly 

picked up on basic com-

mands.  Her foster mom 

says she is very sweet 

and does not show any 

aggressive tendencies.  

 

Clark and his sister Lois 
were returned to PAR 

when their owner’s 

home went into foreclo-

sure. Clark is a 60 lb 

pointer mix who is crate-

trained. He is good with 

children, but may be too 

excitable for small kids. 

He’s a playful guy who 

will carry a backpack on 

hiking trips.   

New Arrivals continued on page 3 PAGE 2 



New Arrivals, continued 

Kristie is a  fearless and 

active 9 month old 

pointer mix puppy.  She 

has lots of energy and 

loves to play with all her 

big dog friends.  Kristie is 

looking for a family who 

can keep up with her. 

 

Pictured Above: Jack; see 

description at right. 

Lois, Clark’s sister, is a 

young pointer mix who 

loves a cool pool on a hot 

summer day.  She is crate

-trained, but would 

benefit from a training 

class or having a high-

energy activity like agility 

training.  

 

Jack (pictured at left) is 

a gentle young hound 

mix around 2 years old.  

He loves taking walks 

and would be great for a 

family with kids or in an 

apartment. 

   

Buttercup , pictured below, came to PAR on her way up 

north as part of a transfer that never took place.  During 

her stay at PAR, Michelle noticed a lump in Buttercup’s 

jawbone.  A vet confirmed the unfortunate diagnosis:  

Buttercup has bone cancer.  The outlook is not good for 

B u t t e r c u p , 

but she is 

living a 

happy and 

healthy life 

with her fos-

ter family.  

She goes for 

walks every 

day and is 

still able to eat and chew on bones.  Her health is being 

monitored carefully.  Buttercup is looking for a great home 

to spoil her while she makes the best of her situation.  

 
All new arrivals can be found on Phoenix  
Animal Rescue’s Petfinder page at   
 

phoenixanimalrescue.petfinder.org 
 
Be sure to check out the site for more informa-
tion, pictures and videos on each of these spe-
cial dogs. 
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Cowboy’s Story 
 

Cowboy, a gorgeous German 
shepherd, came to PAR several 
times before finally saying  
goodbye one last time.  A large, 
but friendly dog, Cowboy was 
first surrendered to PAR when 
his family could no longer care 
for him.  He was adopted out 
shortly after, but returned be-
cause his new family’s cats were-

n’t so happy with the new addition.   
 
Again, Cowboy found a new home, but that one didn’t 
last either.  After getting sick, the new family dumped 
Cowboy at a shelter because they couldn’t afford his 
vet bills.  He was pulled by another rescue and 
eventually made his way back to Michelle and PAR.   
 
After being spoiled back to a healthy weight, Michelle 
got devastating news at a vet visit: Cowboy had cancer.  
It was too advanced for surgery and the high risk of a 
sudden and painful death left Michelle with only one 
option.  On May 29th, Michelle made the painful deci-
sion to end Cowboy’s pain and tearfully said goodbye 
to this kind and noble dog. 

We’ll miss you, Cowboy. Rest in peace. 

http://www.petfinder.com/shelters/phoenixanimalrescue.html


Featured Dog: 
Moosey 

Moosey is an active, 
friendly dog who would 
do great in a home with a 
runner.  Moosey had lots 
of energy and would love 
to be your running buddy.  
He is a young cattle dog/
hound mix and was found 
on the side of the road in 
a feed sack with his litter-
mates at just 2 days old.  
 

Moosey is very friendly, 
even with bossy dogs.  He 
also loves children and 
quickly calms down to be 
petted by little ones.   
 

Moosey is house-trained 
and crate-trained and 
would love a doggy door 
and a big fenced yard to 
run and play.   
 

Moosey would also be a 
good guard dog, and can 
be intimidating to  
unwelcomed guests.   
 
For more pictures and 
info on Moosey, check out 
his page on Petfinder. 
There’s also a great video 
of him playing in his pool. 
 
 

From PAR 

Dundee came to a high kill 

shelter with his  

littermates.  When I picked 

them up, they were tiny, 

bony, and anemic.  They 

were sickly puppies who 

needed a lot of care.   

Dundee took a turn for the 

worse after his brother 

died, and he was in danger 

of slipping away too.  We 

did everything we could to 

medicate his symptoms and 

give him lots of nutritious, 

high-calorie foods to boost 

his immune system.  After a 

couple of weeks, he  

rebounded and joined his 

sisters in playing and wres-

tling.  The whole litter was 

super smart, learning “sit” 

 at 6 weeks of age.   
  

His sisters went on to find 

wonderful homes but  

Dundee's shyness kept 

h i m  f r o m  b e i n g 

adopted.  He was confi-

dent at his foster home, 

but had trouble in new 

situations.  It was hard to 

find the right person to 

help Dundee through his 

shyness.  However, Alison 

and Mike Hightower 

agreed to foster Dundee 

recently after they 

adopted a pit bull from 

PAR.  They helped Dundee 

become more confident 

and taught him to trust 

men more.  Alison and 

Mike were instrumental in 

helping him become more 

adoptable and we were all 

thrilled to meet Dundee's 

applicant, Karen.  Dundee 

immediately connected 

with Karen and sat in her 

lap within minutes of 

meeting her.  

 

Dundee, as a puppy 

Continued on page  6 

Pampered Chef Fundraiser 

Last month Joanna Martinez, our resident Pampered Chef representa-
tive, held another Pampered Chef fundraiser for Phoenix Animal Res-
cue.  The event raised over $146.00 
for the rescue.  A special thank you 
to Joanna for all her hard work and 
to Pam Dunlap for hosting yet an-
other fundraiser at her home.  
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Adoptions 
We’ve found our forever homes! 

Noel  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Lena 

Dali 

 
Annie 

Liberty  

Mandy  

Betsey   

 
Canyon 

Sadie  

Shelby  
 

Mercy  

Moira 

We Need Your Help! 
 

Our beloved Clark was hit by a car  
recently while at his foster family’s 
home.  PAR is in desperate need of  
donations to pay for his medical care.  
Donations can be made on the PAR 
website at  
 

phoenixanimalres-
cue.org/donate 

 

Thank You! 

javascript:void(window.open('http://www.petfinder.com/petnote/photoView.cgi?petid=10119631','Photo1','height=660,width=778,left=20,top=100,screenx=200,screeny=100,scrollbars=yes'))
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.petfinder.com/petnote/photoView.cgi?petid=10544132','Photo1','height=660,width=778,left=20,top=100,screenx=200,screeny=100,scrollbars=yes'))
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.petfinder.com/petnote/photoView.cgi?petid=10658595','Photo1','height=660,width=778,left=20,top=100,screenx=200,screeny=100,scrollbars=yes'))
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.petfinder.com/petnote/photoView.cgi?petid=11381634','Photo1','height=660,width=778,left=20,top=100,screenx=200,screeny=100,scrollbars=yes'))
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.petfinder.com/petnote/photoView.cgi?petid=11575203','Photo1','height=660,width=778,left=20,top=100,screenx=200,screeny=100,scrollbars=yes'))
http://phoenixanimalrescue.org/donate.html
http://phoenixanimalrescue.org/donate.html


Dundee’s Happy Tail, continued 
from page 4 

She knew instantly that Dundee 
had chosen her as much as she'd 
chosen Dundee! 
 
From the Foster Parents 
Dundee was very shy and unsure of 
himself when he came to stay with 
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 us.  He got along great with  
Marley, his foster brother, but it 
took him weeks to warm up to me.  
Unfortunately, he had fear-based 
male aggression and did not like 
Mike at all. He nipped and growled 
at him and would not listen to  
anything he said.  Dundee’s  
timidness made his training a long 
journey, but we were happy to n 
otice his progress and were ecstatic 
when he found his forever home. 
 
From his Adopted Mom 

Since we've started clicker training 

his response has been more than I 

could have hoped for!  Dundee's 

comfort level seems to have in-

creased substantially and I have to 

say he's almost like a different dog  

than the one I brought home!  He's 

becoming much braver and much 

more playful, even with people he 

doesn't know very well.  He has 

started shaking 'hands' with 

neighbors and friends, and he's  

started sitting his butt on the couch next 
to visitors.  Needless to say I have nothing 
but positive news to report!  I still  
absolutely believe that Dundee was 
meant to be my dog and treasure every 
day with him!  He's enriched my life in 
ways I can't even describe, and watching 
him grow and learn is just amazing! 

  

Check out this video from Dundee’s new 

adopted mom of him playing at the park. 

Click here to see the  video 

The Distemper Chronicles: Maggie & Dianne 
 

        Maggie and Dianne came to PAR in June  
        2007.  After battling distemper for most of 
        last year, and nearly losing Maggie last  
        Thanksgiving, these two sweet girls contin-
        ued to fight, despite losing two of their lit- 
        termates.    This November, the two pup- 
        pies have reached a major milestone. They 
        were finally healthy enough to have their  
        spay surgeries.   The two puppies are now 
ready for their forever homes! 
 
A very special thank you goes out to Dr. MacDonald at Suburban Animal Hospital for 
her expert care and compassion in treating Maggie, Dianne and all of the PAR distem-
per puppies.   
 
To see more pictures of Maggie and Dianne, please click here. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfT55pggeGk
http://s384.photobucket.com/albums/oo285/phoenixanimalrescue/Distemper%20Chronicles/


Where Does Your Money Go? 
 

Feeding a dog for a month . . . $20 
Shots and deworming for a puppy . . . $30 

Neutering surgery . . . $45 
Spay Surgery . . . $55 

One box of vaccines  . . . $75 
Vetting for one dog . . . $90 

One box of microchips . . . $125 
Dental work for one dog . . . $200 

 

Getting wet puppy kisses and  
snuggly thank yous from a rescue dog . . .  

PRICELESS! 
 

Phoenix Animal Rescue is eternally grateful to all of you who  
donate to our  cause, be it through a monetary  

donation or your time and hard work.  Because of you, we can 
continue to work towards our goal of rescue, rehabilitation and 

rehoming of adoptable dogs in North Central Florida.   
 

To make a donation, please visit the PAR website at 
phoenixanimalrescue.org/donate 

Local Mary Kay Rep Teams Up with PAR 
 

Local Mary Kay rep, Suzanne Agliata, has teamed up with PAR to raise money for rescues.  

For all orders placed through Suzanne, she will donate a percentage to PAR.  Just be sure to 

mention Phoenix Animal Rescue when placing your order.  Suzanne has also volunteered her 

services as a colt foster home. 

 

Remember, all Mary Kay products are animal friendly and pass PETAôs no-cruelty test.  To  

order, call 386-454-4960 or visit www.marykay.com/suzanneagliata  

http://phoenixanimalrescue.org/donate.html
http://www.marykay.com/suzanneagliata/default.aspx


Interested in adopting or have general questions about adopting?  First, check 

out the adoptable pets online at www.PhoenixAnimalRescue.Petfinder.org.   If your 
questions aren't answered there, or on the Petfinder Profile for the pet you are in-
terested in, email adoptions@phoenixanimalrescue.org.   Applications are available 
online and you can access the application without having to request one.  Just click 
on the “application” button.   
 

Would you like to find out more on volunteering or fostering?  Email 

admin@phoenixanimalrescue.org for these questions or general questions outside 
of adopting, including relinquishing ownership of your pet to PAR or help in placing 
your pet in a new home. 
 

Do you have a great photo of your PAR alumni that you'd like to add to our 

alumni page?  We'd love to see it!  Please send your photo to 
admin@phoenixanimalrescue.org . 

Professional  
Development 
 

Congratulations to 

Amber who recently 

passed the Canine 

Good Citizen test and 

earned her Tempera-

ment Test title.   

Amber is now certi-

fied to work in schools 

and as a therapy dog.   
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In Memory of a Magical Rescue 

 This summer, a different breed of rescue arrived at PAR.  Magic, a registered 
Appaloosa mare, had been trained English and competed when she was younger. 
However, for the past 10 years, she had been sitting in an isolated pasture in the 
middle of a 70 acre cattle farm. Phoenix Animal Rescue was asked to find her a new 
home and when we met her, we were absolutely appalled at what we saw. Magic 
had extreme difficulty walking and every single step obviously caused her great pain. 
She was underweight and hadn't been de-wormed in over a year. Her breathing was 
labored and she sounded much like a scuba diver. We agreed to take her on the spot.  

 Magic enjoyed the best five weeks of her life, at least since 1998 when she was left in that pasture. At her 
foster home, she had a pasture buddy she got to boss around. She had a foster family who loved her and did abso-
lutely everything possible to help Magic. She had a lot of good food, a soft place to rest, and loads of attention. Un-
fortunately, even a wonderful caring foster family was not enough to help Magic overcome years of neglect.  After 
fighting a losing battle with a major hoof issues related to her severe neglect, Magic was put to rest on August 11th. 
I’m glad that Phoenix Animal Rescue was able to intervene and provide Magic some relief, some sense of caring. 
 Her rescue and relief would not have been possible without Donna and Charlie, her amazingly giving foster 
family. They went above and beyond for Magic. After being ignored for a decade, Magic knew she was loved by 
Donna and Charlie. They bought her a pretty pink halter that was lightweight so it wouldn't be uncomfortable. They 
got her medicine for her breathing, medicine for her feet, medicine for her fur, and boots for her hooves. There was-
n't anything they wouldn't do for Magic. Their kids adored Magic and loved spending time with her. She was a spe-

cial girl who is one in a million. Never will there be another Magic. Goodbye, Magic. 

http://www.PhoenixAnimalRescue.Petfinder.org
mailto:adoptions@phoenixanimalrescue.org
mailto:admin@phoenixanimalrescue.org
mailto:admin@phoenixanimalrescue.org

